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WORDS FROM OUR PASTOR
Thoughts from Troy!
Dear Church family and friends of the Christians in Chrisman
Greetings, in the Name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ!

AUGUST 2020 EDITION

In the Eye of
The Storm

I trust this issue of The Christian Focus finds you healthy and
well.
As August arrives, so do plans for another school year. A
six-month break has really made me miss those School Days,
School Days, Good ole Golden Rule days. Although, I think it
may be awhile yet before we get to our new normal.
As we continue to move forward, it is a good idea to pause
every now and then to evaluate your spiritual development.
All Christians operate one of these three levels of faith.
Level 1- is Little faith- This is the one where we struggle to
believe. We hope God answers our prayer, but we are not sure.
Sometimes our eyes are focused on the situation instead of our eyes being in His book and on Him. Level 2- is great
faith- This involves stretching to believe the Lord more and more. Christians at this level are standing on the Truth of
Scripture. When we allow the Word of God to shape our thinking and petitions, we can know that He will grant our
requests. Level 3-Perfect Faith-This is resting in the confidence that God hears and answers, heals and blesses. When
our requests align with His will, it’s a “done deal.” Our job is simply to watch his promise to become reality.
No matter where you are, the Lord wants you to continue to make progress and continue to grow. Being in the Word is
the only way to move upward in your faith. How can you believe Him if you don’t know what His Word says that He will
do? In these times we need to Know what he has promised, hang on, and don’t let go. Make it your goal to read God’s
word and continue to grow in your faith and knowledge of Jesus Christ.
I am so thankful to be serving as your Pastor. It is the Joy of my heart to seek God’s Word to preach and encourage you
in your faith.
Peace & Blessings,

Troy Warner, Pastor
Chrisman Christian Church
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The Church office is across the street in the back of the old bank building

Even God visits the waffle house
On our second leg of our trip to the beach, we stopped somewhere in South Carolina at a Waffle House.
With a big family and everything going on I always tell everyone to sit in the car while I go in and ask the
hostess if they can seat 9 people because I know there are regulations that they have to follow. The
waitress said yes, she would make a place that she could accommodate all 9 of us. So, I went out and got
the whole crew, and we went back in and were seated. I don't know why but God just had put on my mind
that I was there for a reason. When we sat down there was an older man with a hat on saying he was a
Vietnam War veteran. Our boys stopped and told him hi and thanked him for his service. He smiled and
said "why thank you". Our waitress was a very nice lady that made sure the kids were being taken care of
and kept complimenting how well behaved our kids were being. This dad was thinking OMG she should
have been with them in the car the last 2 days because trust me, it was a journey and a half with 6 kids.
But I bit my tongue and smiled and said, "Thank you. " She told us that she had two kids, but they lived
with her parents right now because she was trying to get herself in a better position in life. At first it didn't
really hit me but then she came over and was telling the boys her two kids were around their age and that
she missed them so much. One of our boys said "Well why don't they live with you?" I jumped up to try to
stop their line of questioning , but knowing kids just say what it is on their mind knew not much could be
done. The lady said," Well right now I have to live in my car that's why I work every day here at the
restaurant so I can one day get back on my feet and have my own place so they can live with me again."
Our kids' faces dropped and one said ,"We used to live like that with our old parents we didn't like it at all. "
Now we are not made of money and we do some struggling to get all the bills paid on time, but we never
have been in a place that found us without a home or roof over our heads. I know my attitude would not
have been as good as this poor girl . She was smiling and doing her job not letting her life situations get
her down. She handed me the bill and I asked her for the veteran's bill also because I heard him say to his
waitress he was all alone now because he had just lost his wife. Then I asked her for a figure for all off our
bill and the vets bill. She came back and said," its 65 dollars all together." I looked in my wallet and pulled
out a hundred-dollar bill because I had just cashed a check, I had told the teller i like my money in 20's and
10's but apparently, she didn't hear me and gave me all hundreds. So, I handed the girl the $100 and she
said, I will get your change and God just kicked in and said nah keep it. She looked at me and said ,"but
that's a 35-dollar tip sir." I said I know but you deserve it. She started crying and said thank you and told
me I didn't have to. I said I know I didn't have to ,but, I believe god put me here today for a reason. She
asked to give me a hug and kept thanking me. Just goes to show we all can make a difference in even a
stranger's lives. It wasn't much just $35 but to the waitress it made her day, and the vet kept thanking me
too for picking up his meal for him. Even when we aren't rich, we still can pay it forward in many ways.
Hope everyone is having a great day!!!

Staying Positive
There is a lot to be thankful for, don’t miss it- author unknown .

Staying Positive
Staying positive when the news is all doom and gloom can be a hard, even for the most optimistic
people. While it is true we need to take the Coronavirus Pandemic seriously, it does not mean we
have to let it break us. Yes, it is impacting our economy and causing illness worldwide. And, yes, we
see, hear and read about these topics literally all day. But in times of constant negative messaging,
you need an antidote. One that helps you keep a positive attitude to move forward with
determination and hope. For this reason, we offer some insight on staying positive during the
Coronavirus.
How To Stay Positive During Coronavirus
As our daily routines shift and we all adjust to the new normal, it’s important to give yourself
permission to feel and just be. Staying positive is not about trying to see the silver lining in all of this.
But more about appreciating what we have. Ironically, when you go through a tragedy like this, you
appreciate more. You start to realize just how fragile life is and that there are so many things to still
be thankful for. If you want to know how to stay positive through all of this, start with enjoying the
little things that bring you happiness.
Appreciating the little things in life is about focusing your attention on what is pleasurable, nurturing,
and sustaining in your life. It means practicing gratitude for the small everyday things that are easy to
take for granted or miss altogether. In times like these, you need to create little moments that make
you feel grateful. So, start each day with a grateful heart and remember, gratitude changes
everything.
5 Tips For Staying Positive
To stay positive, begin with enjoying the little things in life. They are what you will remember and
appreciate when you reflect on days gone by. A little thing may be a fun evening with friends on a
video call. It may be the joy of learning something new or the warm feeling you get when you’ve done
a simple kindness for a friend or a stranger. Rather than focusing on the negative create more
positive things by taking action. Here are 5 tips for staying positive:
Practice Random Acts of Kindness
Look After Your Neighbors
Support A Small Business
Send Gifts
Take Advantage of the Found Time
Together, We’ll Get Through This
We are all feeling especially delicate during these times, and it is times like these that we must be
there for each other. Be deliberate in activities that are positive, heartwarming, and laughter
inducing! Together, we’ll get through this.

My 4-Legged Nurses
Alot of people don't know that the dogs they see in the car with me all the time are actually my service dogs. They are with
me because they can alert me to when I might have a seizure and they are basically a life saver for me. A lot of people do
not know the proper etiquette around service animals. So I thought I would do a little article on what the proper way to
handle coming in contact with a service animal. In the pictures below you will see my two service dogs that I take with me
when I have to go out of town or I am not feeling the best or my med levels are off. These two dogs look all cute and
cuddly however my family and close friends can testify that when it comes to helping me with my health, they will go to any
means possible. Here are the general rules of how to treat a person who has a service dog. I know in our area there are not
very many so people get surprised when they see a person walk into a restaurant, store, or public place with a dog by their
side. As a person with a service dog my advice would be for the public to try and ignore the dog as much as possible. They
are trained to keep their attention on their handler. In my case my dogs can sense before I know whether or not a seizure is
about to occur. Actually, my dogs are able to pretty accurately predict 30 minutes before I have an aura or popping sound
in my head which means a seizure is to occur. They do this in many different ways. First you have to realize these two or at
least one of them is with me at all times pretty much 24/7 they know my routine, my behaviors, my mannerisms, and smells.
They pay close attention and when one of those is off, they alert me to get to safety and get my meds to help. They will alert
my wife I need help, and my mother. When help gets to me, they will lay on me to calm me or lay across my legs to prevent
me from hurting myself. They also are able to smell pheromones that only they can smell that a person releases before
having a seizure. This is why they have the tags on them when they are working that says" Please do not distract"," Please
do not pet", "Medical Alert dog”," Do not remove from owner". These tags are not only for the public to make them aware to
not disturb the dog while working and for my protection, they are also there for the EMT's or medical staff if I should need
Medical attention. If I am in a seizure do not and I really mean do not try to remove the dog from helping me. They are
trained to help me at all costs and yes even these cuddly looking dogs and their wagging tails will bite. and go right back to
helping me. Only when my wife or myself give a command to stand down and I am ok, will they relax. These are my lifelines
they make it so I can live as normal of life as possible. I don't mind when I am sitting in a parking lot waiting for my wife to
come out of the store for someone to come up and ask to pet them, however if I am in the store it's a different story, I
would prefer they be let alone. There are different kinds of service dogs too. Even with seizure dogs there are differently
trained dogs. My dogs are trained to alert me of a seizure that might happen before it happens. There are some seizure
dogs trained when a person has a seizure to comfort them and help them relax. There are also dogs called therapy dogs.
Each different certification actually has a different set of rules and regulations. A therapy dog cannot go into restaurants or
stores, a service dog can. Another question I have and get a lot is are the dogs working 24/7 and with me my answer is NO.
My dog's work alternate days and when one is working the other is resting and acting like a normal dog. They go into so
called "work mode" when I put the tags on their collar. It's how they were trained. When at home the tags come off, they run
and play like normal dogs. However even with the tags off they still will alert me. They are very special dogs to me. But also,
very spoiled too and see the vet a lot because I always have to have them in good health. It took 18 months of hard training
to get them to be able to help me like they do. I try to pay back my gift of the dogs and when I can I visit schools, preschools,
shut ins, and nursing homes and let the patients love on them. They are the reason I still can drive, the reason I am not
stuck at home all the time. I don't mind people asking me questions about them. It's the only way people learn. They live a
busy life and go to my doc appts with me and give my wife a sense of peace knowing I am ok while she is working. My only
wish is that people would understand what a life saver they are and why they are so important to my health. These dogs
are truly my 4-legged angels ,and I don't know what I would do without them
Lilly is 10 and will be retiring
soon and begin her life in our
home as a normal pet even
though she will always look after
my health she is an american
eskimo dog

Dj just finished his training and is
just 2 years old. Don't let his age
fool you though he is very protective of me and
takes his job
VERY seriously. DJ is half German Shepard and hald
Siberian Husky

How August got it's name
August is the eighth month of the year in the Julian and Gregorian calendars and one of seven
months that contains 31 days. In the southern hemisphere, August is equivalent to February in the
northern hemisphere. The month received its name in honor of Augustus , founder of the Roman
Empire and its first emperor, ruling from 27 BC until his death in 14 AD. August was originally given
the Latin name, Sextilis, because it was the sixth month in the original 10 month Roman calendar.
Under this calendar , March was the first month of the year. About 700 BC , it fell to its current
eighth place when King Numa Pompilius added the months January and February , and gave
August 29 days. About 45 BC Julius Caesar , who gave us the Julian Calendar, added two extra days
to August giving it the current length of 31 days

Deanna Mason wants to thank the church for
the cards , the flowers, and the text messages
since being at Carle. She is looking forward to
coming church soon.

In the eye of the storm Lyrics
by Ryan Stevenson

In the eye of the storm -You remain in control-And in the middle of the war-You guard my soul
You alone are the anchor- When my sails are torn -Your love surrounds me -In the eye of the storm
When the solid ground is falling out from underneath my feet -Between the black skies and my red eyes, I can barely see
When I realize I've been sold out by my friends and my family -I can feel the rain reminding me
In the eye of the storm, You remain in control - In the middle of the war, You guard my soul
You alone are the anchor, when my sails are torn - Your love surrounds me -In the eye of the storm
Mmm, when my hopes and dreams are far from me - And I'm runnin' out of faith
I see the future I pictured slowly fade away -And when the tears of pain and heartache
Are pouring down my face - I find my peace in Jesus' name -In the eye of the storm (yeah, yeah)
You remain in control (yes you do, Lord) -In the middle of the war - You guard my soul
You alone are the anchor - When my sails are torn - Your love surrounds me (Your love surrounds me)
In the eye of the storm (in the eye of the storm)- When the test comes in and the doctor says
I've only got a few months left - It's like a bitter pill I'm swallowing -I can barely take a breath
And when addiction steals my baby girl - And there's nothing I can do - My only hope is to trust You
I trust You, Lord - In the eye of the storm (yeah, yeah) -You remain in control -In the middle of the war (middle of the war)
You guard my soul (yeah) - You alone are the anchor - When my sails are torn -Your love surrounds me (yeah)
In the eye of the storm - You remain in control (yes you do, Lord) -In the middle of the war (in the middle of the war)
You guard my soul - You alone are the anchor -When my sails are torn -Your love surrounds me -In the eye of the storm
Oh, in the eye of - Lord, in the eye of the storm -I know You're watching me, yeah -Ay
When the storm is raging (when the storm is raging) - And my hope is gone (and my hope is gone, Lord)
When my flesh is failing -You're still holding on, oh whoa -When the storm is raging (the storm is raging)
And my hope is gone (and all my hope is gone) -When my flesh is failing (my flesh is failing)
You're still holding on, ooh - When the storm is raging (when the storm is raging)
And my hope is gone (and my hope is gone) - Even when my flesh is failing (flesh is failing)
You're still holding on, holding on - The Lord is my Shepherd -I have all that I need -He lets me rest in green meadows
He leads me beside peaceful streams -He renews my strength -He guides me along right paths, bringing honor to His Name
Even when I walk through the darkest valley, I will not be afraid -For You are close beside me
Prayers
Sharon Andrews
Kenney Bass
Bob Bennett
Brady Garver

Missions
Chrisman Christian Church Food Pantry
Hanging Rock Christian Assembly
Northwest Haiti Christian Mission
Pinehaven Christian Children's Ranch
Lyndsey Kirk- HIS House
BUM- Beyond Us Ministries
Military

Phillip Booth
Kevin Beaulier
Jim Pigg
Daniel Arnett
Ben Wright
Brandon Rogers
Sam Stover
Brayden Hollingsworth

Donna Garwood
Rita Goodman
Sherry Goodwin
D.J. Graves
Todd Harper
Bobbie Haton
Brodie Haton
Norma Henson
Larry Henson
Holly Horned
Jackie and Frank Hollingsworth
Vicki Hollingsworth
Deanna Mason
Bob Miller
Bob Norman
Samuel Radford
Crystal Stark

MC Sweet
Chelsea Weeks
John & Lulabelle Wright-Twin Lakes
Devian Clouse
Those lost without Christ
Our Community
Our SchoolsThose Fighting Covid 19
President Trump
Vice President Pence
Governor Pritzker
Our Local and State Government
Leaders
Our Chrisman Businesses
Each other
Those who are sick with the
Coronovirus
Our Retail Stores and employees
Truck drivers and families
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Mark your calendars

3rd - Caleb Hess
5th- Mike and Brenda Porter- anniversary
7th- Roger Hollingsworth
11th- Joe Hollingsworth
16th- Darla Willming
20th- Jamey Willming
21rst- K.D. and Sharon McKee- anniversary
24th- Amy Crispin
28th- Robert Bennett
29th- Gerry and Kathy Collet- anniversary
31rst- Tom Henson
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