
WORDS FROM OUR PASTOR

THE  CHRISTIAN  FOCUS
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Dear Church family and friends of the Christians in Chrisman!
 I hope this issue of the Christian Focus finds you and yours
 doing well.As we enter September, there are many things
 that we would normally be planning that we cannot, because
 of Covid-19. Back to Church Sunday and Chrisman Days are
 just a couple that stick out. Chrisman Days has been cancelled 
this year and we are cautioned to have potlucks at this time.
While we continue to meet for Worship and refrain from 
greeting the way we are accustomed, I think we are doing the
 right thing. We have been very fortunate in comparison to 
other churches in other places. Obstacles are not fun for any
 but I suppose they have their purpose.We all face obstacles at
 one time or another. At times they seem insurmountable. The 
question is how do we respond?  We can push things through,
 manipulate our way around the barriers or we can wallow in 
hopelessness and give up in defeat. I want to push through 
being safe and smart. Every obstacle that stands between us
 and God’s purpose, is subject to his supernatural power. 
Most of us agree, that nothing is too difficult for the Lord, but
 our fear and worry reveal our doubts.In  Joshua 1: 1-9, Joshua
 is stepping into Moses’ giant-sized sandals,he is facing the 
biggest challenge of his life. The responsibility was huge. It was to get the Israelites to the Promised Land. 
The two words repeated to Joshua was “Be strong and courageous”. Knowing the difficulty of his
assignment, the Lord assured him that he would be successful and he would complete the mission.God’s
job was to remove the hindrance that stood between the Israelites and the land he had promised to give
them. Joshua’s job was to believe the Lord and carefully obey all his commands.Obstacles are one way
that God strengthens our faith. When you are confused and cannot see how he could possible work out
your situations, do not walk away in defeat and miss His blessings. God wants to teach you His way of
obedience, trust, and courage. Believe Him; he will always keep his promises to you.Let’s continue to be
strong and courageous as the Lord continues to see us through these difficult times. If you need me, I am
available to you and I will wear my mask and minister to you the best that I can
.With A Pastor’s Love

,Troy Warner, 
Lead Pastor at Chrisman Christian Church 

Brown Bag Lunch & Bible Study Pastor Troy is welcoming all who wish to come to a Noon Bible
Study on Wednesdays in the gym. The study will last about 8 weeks and will be on Prayer.
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Getting to know your fellow church members 
This months  Focus Members are

 Joe and Pat Hollingsworth

 2 1 7  N .  I L L I N O I S  S T .

 C H R I S M A N ,  I L L I N O I S  6 1 9 2 4

C H U R C H  P H O N E  2 1 7 - 2 6 9 - 3 0 0 0

W O R S H I P  T I M E S  S U N D A Y  9 A M        S U N D A Y  S C H O O L  1 0 : 2 0  A M

Pastor Troy Warner

The Church office is across the street in the back of the old bank building 

Joe & Pat have been  married  56 years. 
They were married in the Hume Christian 
Church.  They have 2 sons, Tim & Troy.
 Their whole family are all life time Edgar 
County residents. They have 3 Grandchildren, 
 Clayton, Madison & Brayden. They have 1 
Great Grandchild, Teagan. Joe just turned 76 
& Pat is  74.Joe retired from Eli Lilly In 1999 with 27 years.
  Pat retired from Chrisman school as a  bus driver of 24 years in 2000.
Joe and Pat love music so they started a Karaoke business which they had that for 25 years.  They
loved their  singers & making them happy and showcase their talent too. They loved all the people
that came to our shows & they treated Joe and Pat with pride & respect. 
Joe and Pat  have been members of Chrisman Christian  Church for 16 or so years.  Pat remembers
coming to this church when she was a kid. Mabel Krabel or Ardith Orr would pick her up every
Sunday that she didn't  go to Paris Church of Christ, with her mom.
Joe and Pat are active in Church, Joe is a Deacon & runs the sound system.  Pat is President of the
Ladies Fellowship Group. Pat has held that position since Lois Bass retired  & moved. Pat also helps
in the kitchen when we have something going on.  Pat says she is more at home in the kitchen. She
likes to cook & make people happy.  Pat has been accused of being  people person  & a nurturer.

How September received its name
The term “September” is derived from Latin, the language of the Romans. In Latin, septem means “seven” while the closely
related term septimus means “seventh.” According to the Roman calendar, September was the seventh month of the year

until 46 BC when the first month of the year was changed from March 1 (Kalendas Martius) to January 1 (Kalendas Januarius).

According to the Julian and Gregorian Calendars, September is the ninth month of the year and one of four months with a
length of 30 days. In the Northern Hemisphere, September is the seasonal equivalent of March in the Southern Hemisphere.

The meteorological autumn in the Northern Hemisphere begins on September 1, while in the Southern Hemisphere,
September 1 is the beginning of the meteorological spring. For Eastern Orthodox Christians, the ecclesiastical year begins in

September.



"If you’re up before 5:30, can you please wake me?” 
I asked my husband, Kevin. I didn’t want to miss the highlight 
of my week the next morning. Every Tuesday during the COVID-19
 crisis, our local market allowed seniors to shop an hour before the
 store opened to the public. I knew the following day I’d see lots of
 faces, even though they’d be smiling from behind masks two 
meters away. Social networking online was fun. But I craved
 face-to-face conversations. before that I’d need to work from 
home, I smiled and replied, “Sure, I understand.” Not having to 
commute would give me all that extra time to write, finish home
 projects and spend more time with Kevin. I was elated. Besides
, the medical experts predicted it would only take 15 days before
 we could return to work and our normal lives. By the fifth week o
f the pandemic, I’d written 20 stories and cleaned out 10 messy drawers. As to spending more time with my
husband … well, I discovered that too much togetherness—even in a healthy marriage like ours—can lead to
unhealthy attitudes. I found myself apologizing to Kevin every day for snapping at him over minor irritations. The
opera music he played all day grated on my nerves. He left the kitchen a mess when he cooked. He didn’t comb his
hair often enough to suit me. “Hi!” Even after I apologized for my lack of kindness and Kevin forgave me, I still felt
like crying. Gregarious by nature, I often told people, “I can talk to anyone on any subject, whether I know anything
about it or not.” Now, I had one person—well, four if you count the cats—to talk to. I felt like I was being
punished. The sense of isolation and loneliness created a huge hole in my heart. I missed my friends, co-workers
and fellow church members. Depression threatened to steal my joy. Those weekly sunrise trips to the market
helped me cope. I said, “Hi!” to everyone I came across, friends and strangers alike. I made eye contact with each
one. You can tell a lot about someone’s heart from the mirror of their eyes. Most said, “I’m scared” or “I’m unsure
about the future.” A few said, “Thanks for noticing me. I’ve felt so invisible during this strange, scary time.” I could
relate. People sometimes looked at me funny when I raised my voice to greet a friend halfway down the candy
aisle, but I didn’t care. I was having too much fun. And afterward, I felt less sullen. I even treated Kevin with more
patience, since my emotional gas tank was now brimming over. Doing It God’s Way It was during those trips to
purchase groceries that I rediscovered my joy—bubbling over, barely contained joy—almost by accident. One
morning as I passed a lady in the produce aisle, I said, “I like your purple purse. It’s perfect for you.” Her eyes
crinkled at the corners as she smiled and gave me a muffled, “Thank you.” Immediately, my murky mood brightened
a little. As I turned a corner and a man allowed me to pass in front of his cart, I said, “How wonderful to meet a true
gentleman!” His friendly nod eased a bit of my loneliness. When I had trouble at the self-checkout lane, a cheerful
employee helped me scan a box of cat litter. “You’re always so kind,” I said. “Thanks for your help!” Each time I gave
someone a compliment or thanked them for a kindness, the dark feelings lifted some more. By the time I walked
out the door to the parking lot, I was in my usual sunny mood. I’d forgotten about my problems and was focused
on giving others a serving of encouragement. By giving away what I thought I’d lost—joy—my own feelings of
sadness vanished. We’re all in this together, I thought. I’m not the only one suffering. Everyone here—everyone in
the world—is fighting the same insecurity I’m experiencing. This isn’t about me. It’s about helping
my neighbours stay healthy. Both physically and mentally. Without being conscious of it, I was obeying God when
He told His followers, “Rather, in humility value others above yourselves, not looking to your own interests but each
of you to the interests of the others” (Philippians 2:3-4). No wonder my step bounced and my heart was lighter. I’d
grown up a little. I’d learned to cope by doing life God’s way.

An article written by my long time friend Jeanette Levellie who I worked with for many years at Citizens National Bank in Paris. 
 Jeanette is the church administrative assistant at the Paris Presbyteriann Church and her husband Kevin is the Pastor at the
Nevins Christian Church of Paris.   



Do you ever feel like you have reached your breaking point? 
I know some of you are struggling with anxiety, depression, or health issues.
 Others are grieving or sorrowful. 
Maybe you are worried about your finances or struggling with challenges your family is facing.
You may scream I AM SO DONE! 
And in that moment of brokenness, frustration, sadness, fury, pain - you MEAN it!
You are D-O-N-E.
We can be so grateful knowing that the Lord is NEVER DONE with us. 
No matter how defeated you feel. 
No matter how bitter or angry or confused or sad - GOD is not done.
 He is doing something new in your life right now because that is what he does.
He does not promise perfection in this life. 
There are some things, once broken, that will never be the same this side of Heaven. 
God can restore your soul. 
He can heal the broken-hearted. 
He can restore relationships. 
He can make diamonds out of dust. And my friend, 
He is not done with You. 
God is not done writing your story.
𝐆𝐨𝐝’𝐬 𝐍𝐨𝐭 𝐃𝐨𝐧𝐞 𝗪𝐢𝐭𝐡 𝐘𝐨𝐮 ~ 𝐓𝐚𝐮𝐫𝐞𝐧 𝗪𝐞𝐥𝐥𝐬 ~𝘚𝘵𝘢𝘯𝘥𝘪𝘯𝘨 𝘪𝘯 𝘺𝘰𝘶𝘳 𝘳𝘶𝘪𝘯𝘴, 𝘧𝘦𝘦𝘭𝘴 𝘢 𝘭𝘰𝘵 𝘭𝘪𝘬𝘦 𝘵𝘩𝘦 𝘦𝘯𝘥 𝘚𝘰 𝘶𝘴𝘦𝘥 𝘵𝘰 𝘭𝘰𝘴𝘪𝘯𝘨,
𝘺𝘰𝘶'𝘳𝘦 𝘢𝘧𝘳𝘢𝘪𝘥 𝘵𝘰 𝘵𝘳𝘺 𝘢𝘨𝘢𝘪𝘯 𝘙𝘪𝘨𝘩𝘵 𝘯𝘰𝘸 𝘢𝘭𝘭 𝘺𝘰𝘶 𝘴𝘦𝘦 𝘢𝘳𝘦 𝘢𝘴𝘩𝘦𝘴 𝘞𝘩𝘦𝘳𝘦 𝘵𝘩𝘦𝘳𝘦 𝘸𝘢𝘴 𝘢 𝘧𝘭𝘢𝘮𝘦 𝘛𝘩𝘦 𝘵𝘳𝘶𝘵𝘩 𝘪𝘴 𝘵𝘩𝘢𝘵 𝘺𝘰𝘶'𝘳𝘦 𝘯𝘰𝘵
𝘧𝘰𝘳𝘨𝘰𝘵𝘵𝘦𝘯 '𝘊𝘢𝘶𝘴𝘦 𝘎𝘳𝘢𝘤𝘦 𝘬𝘯𝘰𝘸𝘴 𝘺𝘰𝘶𝘳 𝘯𝘢𝘮𝘦 𝘎𝘰𝘥'𝘴 𝘯𝘰𝘵 𝘥𝘰𝘯𝘦 𝘸𝘪𝘵𝘩 𝘺𝘰𝘶 𝘌𝘷𝘦𝘯 𝘸𝘪𝘵𝘩 𝘺𝘰𝘶𝘳 𝘣𝘳𝘰𝘬𝘦𝘯 𝘩𝘦𝘢𝘳𝘵 𝘢𝘯𝘥 𝘺𝘰𝘶𝘳
𝘸𝘰𝘶𝘯𝘥𝘴 𝘢𝘯𝘥 𝘺𝘰𝘶𝘳 𝘴𝘤𝘢𝘳𝘴  𝘎𝘰𝘥'𝘴 𝘯𝘰𝘵 𝘥𝘰𝘯𝘦 𝘸𝘪𝘵𝘩 𝘺𝘰𝘶 𝘌𝘷𝘦𝘯 𝘸𝘩𝘦𝘯 𝘺𝘰𝘶'𝘳𝘦 𝘭𝘰𝘴𝘵 𝘢𝘯𝘥 𝘪𝘵'𝘴 𝘩𝘢𝘳𝘥 𝘢𝘯𝘥 𝘺𝘰𝘶'𝘳𝘦 𝘧𝘢𝘭𝘭𝘪𝘯𝘨
𝘢𝘱𝘢𝘳𝘵  𝘎𝘰𝘥'𝘴 𝘯𝘰𝘵 𝘥𝘰𝘯𝘦 𝘸𝘪𝘵𝘩 𝘺𝘰𝘶 𝘐𝘵'𝘴 𝘯𝘰𝘵 𝘰𝘷𝘦𝘳, 𝘪𝘵'𝘴 𝘰𝘯𝘭𝘺 𝘣𝘦𝘨𝘶𝘯 𝘚𝘰 𝘥𝘰𝘯'𝘵 𝘩𝘪𝘥𝘦, 𝘥𝘰𝘯'𝘵 𝘳𝘶𝘯 '𝘊𝘢𝘶𝘴𝘦 𝘎𝘰𝘥'𝘴 𝘯𝘰𝘵 𝘥𝘰𝘯𝘦 𝘸𝘪𝘵𝘩
𝘠𝘰𝘶  𝘛𝘩𝘦𝘳𝘦'𝘴 𝘢 𝘭𝘪𝘨𝘩𝘵 𝘺𝘰𝘶 𝘥𝘰𝘯'𝘵 𝘯𝘰𝘵𝘪𝘤𝘦 𝘜𝘯𝘵𝘪𝘭 𝘺𝘰𝘶'𝘳𝘦 𝘴𝘵𝘢𝘯𝘥𝘪𝘯𝘨 𝘪𝘯 𝘵𝘩𝘦 𝘥𝘢𝘳𝘬 𝘈𝘯𝘥 𝘵𝘩𝘦𝘳𝘦'𝘴 𝘢 𝘴𝘵𝘳𝘦𝘯𝘨𝘵𝘩 𝘵𝘩𝘢𝘵'𝘴 𝘨𝘳𝘰𝘸𝘪𝘯𝘨 𝘐𝘯𝘴𝘪𝘥𝘦
𝘺𝘰𝘶𝘳 𝘴𝘩𝘢𝘵𝘵𝘦𝘳𝘦𝘥 𝘩𝘦𝘢𝘳𝘵 𝘞𝘰𝘢𝘩 𝘎𝘰𝘥'𝘴 𝘯𝘰𝘵 𝘥𝘰𝘯𝘦 𝘸𝘪𝘵𝘩 𝘺𝘰𝘶 𝘌𝘷𝘦𝘯 𝘸𝘪𝘵𝘩 𝘺𝘰𝘶𝘳 𝘣𝘳𝘰𝘬𝘦𝘯 𝘩𝘦𝘢𝘳𝘵 𝘢𝘯𝘥 𝘺𝘰𝘶𝘳 𝘸𝘰𝘶𝘯𝘥𝘴 𝘢𝘯𝘥 𝘺𝘰𝘶𝘳
𝘴𝘤𝘢𝘳𝘴  𝘎𝘰𝘥'𝘴 𝘯𝘰𝘵 𝘥𝘰𝘯𝘦 𝘸𝘪𝘵𝘩 𝘺𝘰𝘶 𝘌𝘷𝘦𝘯 𝘸𝘩𝘦𝘯 𝘺𝘰𝘶'𝘳𝘦 𝘭𝘰𝘴𝘵 𝘢𝘯𝘥 𝘪𝘵'𝘴 𝘩𝘢𝘳𝘥 𝘢𝘯𝘥 𝘺𝘰𝘶'𝘳𝘦 𝘧𝘢𝘭𝘭𝘪𝘯𝘨 𝘢𝘱𝘢𝘳𝘵  𝘎𝘰𝘥'𝘴 𝘯𝘰𝘵 𝘥𝘰𝘯𝘦 𝘸𝘪𝘵𝘩
𝘺𝘰𝘶 𝘐𝘵'𝘴 𝘯𝘰𝘵 𝘰𝘷𝘦𝘳, 𝘪𝘵'𝘴 𝘰𝘯𝘭𝘺 𝘣𝘦𝘨𝘶𝘯 𝘚𝘰 𝘥𝘰𝘯'𝘵 𝘩𝘪𝘥𝘦, 𝘥𝘰𝘯'𝘵 𝘳𝘶𝘯  '𝘊𝘢𝘶𝘴𝘦 𝘎𝘰𝘥'𝘴 𝘯𝘰𝘵 𝘥𝘰𝘯𝘦 𝘸𝘪𝘵𝘩 𝘠𝘰𝘶 𝘏𝘦'𝘴 𝘯𝘰𝘵 𝘥𝘰𝘯𝘦 𝘸𝘪𝘵𝘩
𝘺𝘰𝘶 𝘏𝘦'𝘴 𝘨𝘰𝘵 𝘢 𝘱𝘭𝘢𝘯, 𝘵𝘩𝘪𝘴 𝘪𝘴 𝘱𝘢𝘳𝘵 𝘰𝘧 𝘪𝘵 𝘏𝘦'𝘴 𝘨𝘰𝘯𝘯𝘢 𝘧𝘪𝘯𝘪𝘴𝘩 𝘸𝘩𝘢𝘵 𝘏𝘦 𝘴𝘵𝘢𝘳𝘵𝘦𝘥 𝘏𝘦'𝘴 𝘨𝘰𝘵 𝘢 𝘱𝘭𝘢𝘯, 𝘵𝘩𝘪𝘴 𝘪𝘴 𝘱𝘢𝘳𝘵 𝘰𝘧 𝘪𝘵 𝘏𝘦'𝘴
𝘨𝘰𝘯𝘯𝘢 𝘧𝘪𝘯𝘪𝘴𝘩 𝘸𝘩𝘢𝘵 𝘏𝘦 𝘴𝘵𝘢𝘳𝘵𝘦𝘥  𝘏𝘦'𝘴 𝘯𝘰𝘵 𝘥𝘰𝘯𝘦 𝘎𝘰𝘥'𝘴 𝘯𝘰𝘵 𝘥𝘰𝘯𝘦 𝘸𝘳𝘪𝘵𝘪𝘯𝘨 𝘺𝘰𝘶𝘳 𝘴𝘵𝘰𝘳𝘺 𝘕𝘰, 𝘏𝘦'𝘴 𝘯𝘰𝘵 𝘥𝘰𝘯𝘦 𝘎𝘰𝘥'𝘴 𝘯𝘰𝘵 𝘥𝘰𝘯𝘦
𝘸𝘪𝘵𝘩 𝘺𝘰𝘶! 𝘎𝘰𝘥'𝘴 𝘯𝘰𝘵 𝘥𝘰𝘯𝘦 𝘸𝘪𝘵𝘩 𝘺𝘰𝘶!

End of the Summer
Splash

Calling all of our Church Youth to enjoy an
end of the summer pool party at the

Harpers  from 3-6 p.m.
Meats will be provided. Please bring a side

dish and your swim trunks/ swimsuit

Pastor Troy is starting a
brown bag Bible study

on Wednesdays at noon 

Starting
September 2, 2020

Gods not done with you  -
Post written by Avoree Gore 



 A really easy recipe that our 6 kids love
4 boxes of great value 5 cheese Italian Mac and cheese 

fixed according to the directions
  Spread into a cake pan

 Top with Colby Jack Cheese slices , 
 saute Onions, sweet peppers, and mushrooms and put it over top of the colby jack cheese 

then topped with shredded mozzerella cheese 
 italian spices

 bake in the oven at 375 till the cheese is melted and browned 
KIDKID

APPROVEDAPPROVED
KIDKID

APPROVEDAPPROVED

Italian cheese mac and cheese with sauteed peppers, onions and mushrooms

 This last month has been a rough one with everything going on in the world. Its hard to see the good going on in the world too.
I spent a lot of time during my childhood at my Grandma Garver's house while my parents both worked.  My grandma used to
always have a saying when things in the world were going not how they should and I have seen the saying posted on Facebook
too with Mr Rogers quoting it. Maybe that's where Grandma heard it too .   Any way the saying was when everything in the world
is scary and everything on the news is scary just look for the helpers . You will always find people helping others.   Now that I am
a parent of 6 kids with special needs and the world around us is full of scary ,things so scary that most the time we don't even
watch the news, I try to tell my kids the same thing.  When they get scared Carol and I try to set them down and do the same look
for the helpers.   This last year the covid has really scared our kids and we have tried our best to live life as normal as we can.  
 But we have also made difficult decisions on what we thought was best for our family as a whole since our immune systems are
considered compromised like choosing to remote school our kids.   We also have tried to show them that good things are
coming out of this too.   Our kids wrote letters to nursing home patients since they knew they could not have visitors , Our own
churches Food Pantry was able to get grants that allowed us to serve more people than ever before , Edgar county had a local
restaurant step up and do free meals to all the children of the county this summer regardless of their income level,  schools last
spring during the shut down did the same.   People have been going out of their way to check on others, and run errands for the
immune compromised people they know,  Businesses have been going out of their way to help customers.  So good is
happening you  just have to look for it.   Its so easy to just see the bad and get down and depressed over not being able to do
our normal routines.  But sometimes stepping out of our comfort zone and thinking of positive things we can do for others is a
good thing.   Maybe that is what God is trying to tell us that we need to not take for granted our everyday normal lives , that we
need to realize they can be taken away at a moments notice. We need to live each day like it might be our last and be thankful for
everything and everyone in our lives.  Maybe we need to look for the helpers more and then even become a helper.     To quote
Mr. Rogers if everyone did this " It would be a beautiful day in the neighborhood "       Just this guys thoughts .

   

When things are scary look for the helpers 



Those lost without Christ
Those battling addiction
Our Community
Our Schools-
Those Fighting Covid 19
President Trump 
 Vice President Pence
 Governor Pritzker
 Our Local and State Government
Leaders 
Our Chrisman Businesses
Each other
Those who are sick with the
Coronovirus
Our Retail Stores and employees
Truck drivers and families

Military
Phillip Booth
Kevin Beaulier
Jim Pigg
Daniel Arnett
Ben Wright
Brandon Rogers
Sam Stover
Brayden Hollingsworth

Missions
Chrisman Christian Church Food Pantry
Hanging Rock Christian Assembly
Northwest Haiti Christian Mission
Pinehaven Christian Children's Ranch
Lyndsey Kirk- HIS House
BUM- Beyond Us Ministries

 MC Sweet 
Chelsea Weeks
 John & Lulabelle Wright-Twin Lakes
Devian Clouse
Sherry Goodwin

If grace was a kingdom
I stopped at the gate

Thinking I don't deserve to pass through after all the mistakes that I've made
Oh but I heard a whisper

As Heaven bent down
Said, "Child, don't you know that the first will be last and the last get a crown"

Now I'm just a beggar in the presence of a King
I wish I could bring so much more

But if it's true You use broken things
Then here I am Lord, I'm all Yours

The pages of history they tell me it's true
That it's never the perfect; it's always the ones with the scars that 

You use
It's the rebels and the prodigals; 

it's the humble and the weak
All the misfit heroes 

You chose
Tell me there's hopef

or sinners like me
Now I'm just a beggar in the presence of a King

I wish I could bring so much more
But if it's true You use broken things

Then here I am Lord, I'm all YoursGrace is a kingdom
With gates open wide

There's a seat at the table just waiting for you
So, come on inside

Broken things- Matthew West
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                     1       2      3        4       5

  6        7      8       9       10     11     12
13       14    15     16     17     18     19

 20      21    22    23     24      25    26

 27      28    29     30      1       2      3

  4        5 September  2020
September 4- Larry Henson birthday
                         Loretta Fagg birthday 
                          Cyrus Garver birthday 
September 10- Todd Warner
September 9-  Amy Krage birthday
September 13- Matt and Bobbie Haton Anniversary
September 16- Briella Garver 
September 22- Nila Henry birthday
September 23- Tylor Krage birthday
September 29- Wanda Tingley birthday
                           Jennifer Strebing and Corey Ray Anniversary
September 30- Ruby Neil birthday 

October

September
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