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WORDS FROM OUR PASTOR
Dear Church family and Friends of the Christians in Chrisman! Can you believe
November is here?The first thing that comes to my mind is election day. I hope
all of you have prayed and that you will take your civic duty and responsibility
seriously and go vote. I know that these are hard days, and this pandemic has'
worn out it’s welcome. But as Christians, we must not let anything distract us f
rom doing what we need to do and standing for Christian values. We must
continue to remind ourselves that God is still in control and that he will take care
of it all.The next thing that November brings to my mind is “Thanksgiving!” We
can all give Thanks that God loves us and He will take care of us. Throughout the
Psalms, we are reminded and commanded to “give thanks” to the Lord. This is
not limited to one day when we gather with family and have a big meal. Every day
we should stop to “give thanks” for all that God has done. It is sad, but our world today is largely known for “ingratitude” this
country has drifted from respecting each other. There is much hatred and division. When we give thanks to God, we refocus
our attention onto the Lord and remember his love and faithfulness. We praise Him for who He is and What He has
done.These are very anxious days. Anxiety can be replaced by peace when we trust God and know that He is taking care of us.
There are not very many people who haven’t experienced pain and weakness and trials of some kind or another. God has
carried us through just like he promised that he would. To establish a habit of Thanksgiving, recall the things that God has
done for you. Thanksgiving has been said to be Thanksliving.As we meet together for Worship this month, we will be focusing
on Thanksgiving and Thanksliving! What do you have to be thankful for? Are you expressing your Thanks to God?Last year in
November, I came on a Sunday Night and preached a trial sermon and you voted to call me to be the Lead Pastor at Chrisman
Christian Church.December 1st, I began serving here with you in Chrisman. I know that it hasn’t been a very good year in the
sense of the pandemic. But Chrisman Christian Church has continued in Ministry. We have met together for Worship and
averaged 89. We have had 19 new members this year. We have had 7 baptisms. The Food Bank continues to minister to the
needs of our community. We have received grants and have served as many as 70 families one month including and not
breaking during the pandemic. There have been some remodeling and improvements in both the bank building and the
church. We have livestreamed our services with as many as 1,194 viewing our service. Thank you, Jesus!In Closing, let me just
wish each of you and your families a Happy Thanksgiving and remind you that Thanksgiving is Thanksliving.
Love in Christ

,Troy Warner
Pastor
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The Church office is across the street in the back of the old bank building

Food Pantry News

Baptism's

What a wonderful Sunday to celebrate 3 baptisms
Austin Mason
Timothy Henn
Margret Neibarger

Congrats!

Congrats!

Since the pandemic started, we have all been faced with many challenges and changes. At the foodbank, the distribution of
food has changed, but it has worked out better for volunteers and shoppers. The foodbank is open the third Monday of
the month 3-7 pm and the following Tuesday 11am-7pm by appointment only. Appointments are every 10 minutes
therefore keeping the number of people limited inside the foodbank. In September, there was a record number of people
who shopped. The foodbank was able to help 70 families in September! Each month, new people are learning about the
service we provide and able to benefit from the foodbank. The area churches and community continue to be faithful with
their giving which keeps the foodbank going. The foodbank has also been blessed with several grants. We received the
NUDGES grant in February but delivery of items was delayed due to the pandemic. A single glass door convenience store
style freezer was delivered in time for the October distribution. This freezer will be a self-serve freezer where shoppers can
take frozen pizzas and TV dinner style meals. The other frozen food items are customized to each family and distributed by
a volunteer. Shelving for produce has arrived and will be in place for next month's shopping days. Also, new outdoor
signage has been given to the foodbank. One of the biggest blessings for the foodbank has been the recent partnership
with the Chrisman FFA. Each month, 2-3 FFA members come to help unload the truck and pallets. This has been a great
help when unloading and putting away all of the food. God continues to bless this ministry through grants, generous
donations and faithful volunteers. Appointments can be made by calling 217-269-3000. If you would like to volunteer,
contact Trisha Brinkley at 217-822-2562.

Knowing God
an article submitted by Dick and Bonnie Long
written by Monica La Rose , Our Daily Bread Author
If you have grown up in the church like me, it can be easy sometimes to assume you know alot about GOD. Maybe you have
gone to church as long as you can remember, memorized Scripture and church doctrine, even professed faith in Jesus as your
Savior. You have followed all the "steps" to know God.
Or maybe you have not grown up in a faith context and don't relate
to that at all. Maybe you have come to faith in Christ but still find yourself profoundly aware of how little you understand
about God.
If so, don’t assume your faith is weaker that someone who has grown up within Christianity. While growing up
in a community of faith can be a great blessing, there can also be a real danger – of thinking that knowing ideas about God is
the same thing as knowing (experiencing) God.
It may be that it is when we are profoundly aware of how little we truly
grasp about God and His ways that we come a bit closer to the humility that is appropriate before His infinite Self. In one
sense, God as the infinite Creator will be forever incomprehensible to us. To forget this, to believe that our own ideas about
God are equivalent to who He truly is, is to stumble into a kind of idolatry.
But we can grow in knowing Him- not primarily
intellectually, but though a growing relationship of trust in Him – as the Creator God of love revealed in Jesus. And it is in that
daily response to Him – that daily turning away from self- reliance to His love- where the real battle of faith lies.
It always
amazes me how quickly my ideas about God’s love and Grace seemingly fly out the window when I am suddenly confronted
with overwhelming shame, guilt, or grief. There are certainly times of crisis when I experience God in a powerful, even
undeniable way. But more often, my relationship with God in those pivotal moments feels more fragile than a spider’s web,
with only the smallest thread of faith still clinging to Him. I hold onto my faith in my mind, but feel my heart retreating in fear,
unable to believe in a love deep enough to accept me in my shame or despair.
In those moments, I am learning to pray,
“Help me trust you with what I am feeling right now.” I am learning to pray “I do believe: help me overcome my unbelief!”
{Mark 9:24} Because a God we secretly fear and mistrust is one we will hide from when we are feeling ashamed or angry. To
grow in knowing that “God is love” {1 John 4:8} is also to grow in knowing He can be trusted with our fear and shame.
And
that is the kind of love the cross was meant to prove once for all: The God is so in love with us He would rather die than see
us lost. As Jesus Said, “For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not
perish but have eternal life” {John 3:16} And Peter wrote, “The Lord is not slow in keeping his promise, as some understand
slowness. Instead he is patient with you, not wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to come to repentance” {2 Peter 3:9}.
This is a God who is on our side who we can run to in our guilt, shame, and despair, who will never abandon us. This is a God
we can trust with those raw and vulnerable places in our hearts {1 Peter 6:8} To know God as the God of self-sacrificing love
revealed in Jesus- the One who “gave himself up for us” {Ephesians 5:2}- is not something we will suddenly grasp once- and –
for – all, but a life- long journey into “this Love that surpasses knowledge” {3:19} A love like this is rarely seen in the world
around us. We have all learned the hard way the most love fails at some point; most people abandon when they see others
at their worst. For me at least truly unconditional love still feels like a foreign language, one I doubt I will ever speak with ease.
But God knows we cannot know his love and in turn live” a life filled with love” {5:2 NLT} on our own. Instead we are invited to
“clothe” ourselves with Christ’s Spirit {Romans 13:14} Like a new outfit Jesus’ transforming love will likely feel uncomfortable
at first. But gradually, we will find our fear and shame softening as we realize as one writer put it, that God loves us so much
He” wants to nestle up close to the places of (our) shame.” And we will learn to recognize the incomprehensible grace and
love that is always been a part of our lives, working in and through each moment of our lives to draw us closer to trusting our
hearts to our Savoir- each day a bit closer to truly knowing Him and His Love.

Where does November gets its name?

November derives from the Latin root novem- meaning “nine,” because in the Roman calendar there were only 10
months in the year, and November was indeed the ninth month.
For many English speakers, November marks the point in the year when the cold begins to set in. This association is no
doubt why November’s adjectival form, Novemberish, means “dreary,” and why the month’s original name in Old English
was Blōtmōnað, literally “blood-month.” November was the month of heavy animal sacrifice, when the early Saxons
would stock up on food for the winter. Here in America, Blōtmōnað maintains a bit of currency, particularly during the
weeks leading up to turkey-filled Thanksgiving dinner.

What should be the focus of Christians on
Thanksgiving?
source: The Quest Study Bible
The original thanksgiving celebration was held by the Pilgrim settlers in Massachusetts during their second winter in
America in December, 1621. The first winter had killed 44 of the original 102 colonists. At one point their daily food ration
was down to five kernels of corn apiece, but then an unexpected trading vessel arrived, swapping them beaver pelts for
grain, providing for their severe need. The next summer’s crop brought hope, and Governor William Bradford decreed
that December 13, 1621, be set aside as a day of feasting and prayer to show the gratitude of the colonists that they were
still alive.These Pilgrims, seeking religious freedom and opportunity in America, gave thanks to God for His provision for
them in helping them find 20 acres of cleared land, for the fact that there were no hostile Indians in that area, for their
newfound religious freedom, and for God’s provision of an interpreter to the Indians in Squanto. Along with the feasting
and games involving the colonists and more than 80 friendly Indians (who added to the feast by bringing wild turkeys and
venison), prayers, sermons, and songs of praise were important in the celebration. Three days were spent in feasting and
prayer.From that time forward, Thanksgiving has been celebrated as a day to give thanks to God for His gracious and
sufficient provision. President Abraham Lincoln officially set aside the last Thursday of November, in 1863, “as a day of
thanksgiving and praise to our beneficent Father.” In 1941, Congress ruled that after 1941, the fourth Thursday of
November be observed as Thanksgiving Day and be a legal holiday.Scripturally, we find things related to the issue of
thanksgiving nearly from cover to cover. Individuals offered up sacrifices out of gratitude in the book of Genesis. The
Israelites sang a song of thanksgiving as they were delivered from Pharaoh’s army after the crossing of the Red Sea
(Exodus 15). Later, the Mosaic Law set aside three times each year when the Israelites were to gather together. All three of
these times [Unleavened Bread (also called the Feast of the Passover) (Exodus 12:15-20), Harvest or Pentecost (Leviticus
23:15-21), and the Feast of Ingathering or Tabernacles (Leviticus 23:33-36)] involved remembering God’s provision and
grace. Harvest and Tabernacles took place specifically in relation to God’s provision in the harvest of various fruit trees and
crops. The book of Psalms is packed full of songs of thanksgiving, both for God’s grace to the Israelite people as a whole
through His mighty deeds, as well as for His individual graces to each of us.In the New Testament, there are repeated
admonitions to give thanks to God. Thanksgiving is to always be a part of our prayers. Some of the most remembered
passages on the giving of thanks are the following:"Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, in everything give thanks; for this
is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you" (1 Thessalonians 5:16-18)."Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and
supplication, with thanksgiving, let your requests be made known to God" (Philippians 4:6)."Therefore I exhort first of all
that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and giving of thanks be made for all men" (1 Timothy 2:1).Of all of God’s gifts, the
greatest one He has given is the gift of His Son, Jesus Christ. On the cross of Calvary, Jesus paid our sin debt, so a holy and
just Judge could forgive us our sins and give us eternal life as a free gift. This gift is available to those who will call on Christ
to save them from their sin in simple but sincere faith (John 3:16; Romans 3:19-26; Romans 6:23; Romans 10:13;
Ephesians 2:8-10). For this gift of His Son, the gift which meets our greatest need, the Apostle Paul says, "Thanks be to God
for His indescribable gift!" (2 Corinthians 9:15).We, like the Pilgrims, have a choice. In life there will always be those things
that we can complain about (the Pilgrims had lost many loved ones), but there will also be much to be thankful for. As our
society becomes increasingly secular, the actual “giving of thanks to God” during our annual Thanksgiving holiday is being
overlooked, leaving only the feasting. May God grant that He may find us grateful every day for all of His gifts, spiritual and
material. God is good, and every good gift comes from Him (James 1:17). For those who know Christ, God also works
everything together for good, even events we would not necessarily consider good (Romans 8:28-30). May He find us to be
His grateful children

Thankfulness (Lessons from a 5 Year Old)
by Mike Woodard
Published September 22, 2012
“Coby, you have to be thankful,” is the line of conversation between my two grandsons that caught my attention. I
listened as Domonic, the 5 year old, was attempting to teach his 3 year old brother a profound life lesson.They were
negotiating who should play with which toy. Domonic’s plan was to use the “Eeny, Meeny, Miny, Mo” rhyme to determine
who should get the more desirable one. But before he used this as the solution to their disagreement, he coached his
little brother, saying, “Coby, if you get the larger toy you have to be thankful. No complaining. You have to say thank you. If
you get the smaller toy you have to be thankful. No complaining. You have to say thank you.” However well-meaning
Domonic was, Coby did not appreciate the wisdom offered by his brother that day, but maintained, “I want this one.”God
has some similar advice for us. In fact, it is a command. In the letter to the Corinthians, Paul urges his readers, “Be
thankful in all circumstances.” Thankful words come easily in the moments when we get what we want. It is a little more
challenging in the difficult moments to respond with gratitude.Being thankful in all situations is a step of faith. It is
choosing to believe, in spite of the circumstances we’re facing, that God is wise, loving and has a good plan for us. When I
make an attitude adjustment and choose to say “thank you” in the difficult moments, it moves my focus from one of
complaining, at least in my heart, to anticipation of what God will do and how the circumstances will fit into God’s bigger
plan.“And we know that all thing work together for good to those who love God and are called for his purpose.”
Romans 8:28

Five Tips for Praying Globally
"We tend to want to talk to God about the people and situations we know well, enabling us to pray specifically. It’s a lot harder
to lift up the needs in countries you’ve never visited, praying for people and issues you can’t name. Here are some tips for
embracing the world God loves in your prayer time.
1. Pray around the world alphabetically. Are you methodical? Praying for countries in alphabetical order is for
you. With
about 196 independent states around the globe, you can cover them all in a year, if you are diligent — it breaks down to about
16 places a month — or move at a more leisurely pace and spread the task over a few years. Operation World provides an
excellent alphabetical country guide with facts, stats, and challenges to lift up. When you pray, mention leaders by name
(consult this list). Keep track of your prayer progress by hanging a world map on your wall and marking the countries you’ve
prayed for with pushpins or stickers.
2. Pray through the news. Heartbreaking headlines hit us from all sides — TV, radio, push notifications on our phones. Instead
of tuning out the bad news, pray into it. That same hour or day, calm your spirit and seek God’s comfort for those affected by
war, disaster, or poverty. Focus on the people in news photos or articles and pray that God gives them what they most need in
their distress. And keep apprised of developments you might not hear about in the mainstream press by reading World
Vision’s news from the field — and take time to pray afterward.
3. Pray into the 10/40 window. Do you have a heart for people who haven’t yet heard about Jesus? You can focus your prayers
in the regions approximately between 10 degrees north and 40 degrees north latitude, where the majority of people with only
minimal knowledge of the gospel live. More than 4 billion people live in this window, and about half are members of an
unreached people group. Residents of these regions also are among the poorest in the world. Pray for God’s light to reach all
over the earth, transforming children and families in greatest need. Learn more about the 10/40 window at Joshua Project.
4. Pray through the day. Things you do every day can remind you of chronic challenges in the developing world — and lead to
prayer. For example, taking a shower or even turning on a faucet can trigger prayer for the millions of children worldwide who
don’t have clean water. This World Vision magazine feature helps parents pray through the day with their children for
problems like hunger, illiteracy, homelessness, and more.
5. Learn the Lord’s Prayer in another language. In Matthew 6:9-13 Jesus gave us the perfect words to engage with our Father.
The Lord’s Prayer is spoken around the world in hundreds of languages, uniting all believers in worshiping God and asking his
help with physical, spiritual, and relational needs. Expand your experience of this sacred prayer by learning it in another
language. Find translations at Lords-Prayer-Words.com; watch a YouTube video of the prayer spoken in several languages; or
ask a friend with language fluency to teach you.

CCC
RECIPE

CORNER

Sweet Potato
Cheesecake

INGREDIENTS
FOR CRUST
10 oz. gingersnaps
1/2 tsp. kosher salt
1/2 c. (1 stick) melted butter
FOR CHEESECAKE
2 (8-0z.) packages cream cheese, softened, cut into small
pieces
3 large eggs, room temperature
3/4 c. granulated sugar
1 tsp. pure vanilla extract
1/2 tsp. kosher salt
6 oz. sour cream, room temperature
1/4 c. pure maple syrup
1 tsp. cinnamon
1/2 tsp. nutmeg
1 1/2 c. roasted sweet potatoes, peeled and pureed in the
food processor
FOR TOPPING
3/4 c. lightly packed dark brown sugar
1/4 c. granulated sugar
1 tbsp. ground cinnamon
1/2 tsp. kosher salt
12 tbsp. (1 ¼ sticks) melted butter, warm
1 3/4 c. all-purpose flour

Make crust: Preheat oven to 350°.
Pulse gingersnaps and salt in a food processor until fine
crumbs form.
Drizzle in melted butter and mix until fully incorporated.
Transfer to a 9” spring form pan and press firmly into the
bottom and slightly up the sides.
Bake crust until golden brown around edges, about 10
minutes.
Let cool until ready to use.
Make filling:
Reduce oven to 325°.
In a large bowl using a hand mixer, beat cream cheese on
medium high speed until very smooth.
Add eggs, sugar, vanilla, salt, sour cream, maple syrup, and
cinnamon.
Continue to mix, scraping down sides as needed until
mixture is smooth.
Add sweet potato puree and mix until no lumps remain.
Pour cheesecake filling into cooled crust and bake until
almost set, about 1 hour.
Meanwhile, make the topping:
In a medium bowl, whisk together both sugar
Using a fork, mix in flour until a moist mixture forms.
Remove cheesecake from oven and sprinkle topping over,
squeezing it in your hands to make medium sized clumps.
Bake cheesecake until topping is beginning to look golden,
and cheesecake no longer jiggles in the middle, about 30 to
35 minutes more. Let cool to room temperature and then
refrigerate until well chilled, at least 4 hours.
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Community Thanksgiving service
6 pm November 22, 2020
November 3-Whiitnie Haton November 26- Ryan Clouse
November10- Carrie Neal
November 27- Chuck Crunk
November 15- Lukas Garver November 29- H Dale Hess
November 17- Nancy Harper
November 21- Kile McKee
Nancy Sayre
November 22- Jennifer Warner
November 23- Victoria Hess
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NOVEMBER
Hanging of the Greens
November 29th 6 p.m.
Ladies Fellowship will be
Thursday, November 12th
November 3- Alicia and Jeb Quinn
November 5- Thad and Amy Crispin

Those lost without Christ, Our Community, Our Schools
Those fighting Covid-19, President Trump, VP Pence, Governor Pritzker, our local
county and state leaders, Our local businesses, Sharon Andrews, Kenney Bass,
Bob Bennett, Gerry Collett, Pauline Craig, Brady Garver, Donna Garwood, D.j.
Graves, Sherry Goodwin, Todd Harper, Bobbie Haton, Brodie Haton, John
Henson, Norma Henson, Larry Henson, Ronda Hess, Vickie Hollingsworth, Holly
Horned, Dick Long, Deanna Mason, Bob Miller, Bob Norman, Rita Pruiett, Corey
Ray, CIera Robinson, Crystal Stark, MC Sweet, Taylor Warner, John and Lulabelle
Wright, Those Battling addiction seeking deliverance and healing

Missions
Chrisman Christian Church Food Pantry
Hanging Rock Christian Assembly
Northwest Haiti Christian Mission
Pinehaven Christian Children's Ranch
BUM- Beyond Us Ministries
Military
Phillip Booth
Kevin Beaulier
Jim Pigg
Daniel Arnett
Ben Wright
Brandon Rogers
Sam Stover
Brayden Hollingsworth

While Masks are not required to attend our services we do encourage Social Distancing , and
also encourage people if they feel the need for a mask not to be ashamed and to please wear
one, If you do not have a mask and would like one there are some in the front pew beside
the self contained communion packets. We are allowing everyone to make up their own
mind and to chose what you think is the safest and best decision for you and your family! If
you do not feel safe attending a service in person please know that each Sunday our
services are live streemed on Facebook and also posted on our church website
www.chrismancc.org under the sermon tab.
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