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Dear Church family and friends of the Christians in Chrisman,

Greetings, in the name of Jesus the only name given under heaven 
by which we can be saved.

October is here and with it comes for me an anniversary of becoming
 a Senior Pastor. I was ordained 30 years ago the 14th of this month in 
Argenta, Illinois. While I started just 2 years prior as Youth Minister and 
completing an interim here before Kenney & Lois Bass arrived. I can say
 with all honesty I was so excited to be in ministry. Sam and Helen Rode
 came to preach in the evenings so that I could minister to the 
Youth Group at that time. I’ve heard guys talk about running from the
 call of ministry, but I just ran to it. I love serving Jesus.

I love singing, preaching, and worshipping our Lord at Church. It is my life.

Time sure has flown by and I pinch myself every once in awhile that I 
am serving Jesus here in my home church. Life has changed but the
 trip continues. The most important thing that I remember are the words of my Pastor Dr. John Wardle of Palm
City, Florida saying “Brother Troy, remember people want to know two things, one that you love Jesus and two
that you love them.” I have tried to remember that in all of the places that God has permitted me to Pastor.

I have been honored to serve 8 churches as Pastor and 2 as Youth Pastor. God has been good to me. Although
the world seems to get more corrupt, God is good. He expresses his goodness through His mercy, His grace, and
His love. Every good thing comes from God. (James 1:17) Walk according to His will, follow his ways, and he will
shower goodness on you. One of my favorite scriptures is Jeremiah 29:11 “I know the plans I have for you
declares the Lord, plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.” I don’t
believe for a moment that this verse was for Jeremiah only. I think God has this for all of us. We need to be
seeking the hope and future that God has for us. In these months of the harvest, let’s not forget that there are
many here in Chrisman that need Jesus and need to come to his saving grace and through the waters of
baptism. The Church needs to work together to share the goodness of Christ. Who will you share Jesus with?
Who will you work to reach for Christ this month? Who will you invite to come and Worship with us?

Happy Harvest Everyone!

Troy
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Getting to know your fellow church members
This months Focus Members are

The Matt and Bobbie Haton Family
                         Meet these familiar faces around our church.  
                               The Matt and Bobbie Joe Haton Family.   
Matt and Bobbie were married September 3, 2003 and have been
 members of the Chrisman Christian Church since December of 2017.   
Matt and Bobbie have 4 children Tobie, Brodie, Whitnie, and Rockie. 
 Matt grew up in Olivet Illinois , and Bobbie grew up in Danville Illinois.   
Bobbie tells us her favorite memory is when her husband Matt surprised her with a renewal 
of their wedding vows and her dad got to walk her down the aisle for the first time.   The Hatons
 enjoy playing board games in their family time together .  Bobbie says she will be the happiest 
when her husband Matt is able to come home for periods that are longer than 34 hours a week 
from his job has a truck driver .  

We are so glad to have this wonderful family as part of our church family !!!

Thankful
F O R  E V E R Y O N E  I N  O U R

C H U R C H  F A M I L Y



Worry dogs us all. The famous and obscure; the wealthy and th
e indigent; youth and the elderly—few have mastered the secret
 of casting all their cares on the Lord and leaving them in his hands. 
Yet it can be done.

            With the Holy Spirit’s help and the prayers of a good friend,
 we can learn to rest in the Lord during fearful times. I hope you’ll consider me that friend today as you read the words of
this prayer. I hope it will encourage you on your journey to touch God.
When You Are Worried
Lord, my friend is not only worried; she’s also mad at herself for worrying. She knows You’ve promised never to leave her
or forsake her. Yet she frets and agonizes over everything, from what she imagines people think of her to the threat of
cancer.
Her worries torment her, slithering at her feet and perching on her shoulders, hissing dark thoughts and cackling what-ifs.
Very real what-ifs, Lord, or she would dismiss them as foolish.
Yet they are not more real than Your love for her, Your care for her. For You are her Good Shepherd.
Please reassure her that, should she entangle herself in the thorn bush of troubles or sickness, You will remove every
thorn, pull her free, and carry her on Your shoulders to safety.
Convince her that if someone else should trick her into wandering from the path You’ve planned for her, if she should get
lost and be unable to hear You call, You would search for her until You found her and brought her home.
Should a star fall from the sky and burn her, You would heal her. Should she jump to catch a star and fall down, You would
bandage her bruises, pick her up, and help her stand.
Let her know that she is never far from Your help. Every beat of Your heart is for her; Your every breath is to see her
prosper and be protected. You never abandon Your sheep. Never. Even when it seems You have walked away, You are still
right there beside her, cherishing her, holding her close to Your heart.
Encourage my friend to doubt her worries and to believe Your love instead. Let her hear Your sweetest song that sings to
her troubled soul, “I love you always, even to the end. I will never stop loving you. You are Mine, and I am yours. All will be
well.”
In Jesus’ name, so be it.
References to Scripture: Hebrews 13:5; 1 Peter 5:7, John 10; Luke 15:3–7;
1 John 4:18
The above prayer is an excerpt from Jeanette Levellie’s newest book Touchable God: Finding the Lord’s Friendship Through
Prayer.
“Every Christian longs for an intimate walk with the Lord, talking openly with their Heavenly Father and hearing from
Him. Touchable God addresses this longing, helping you find a joy-filled relationship with the Lord instead of a joyless
religion. In Section I Jeanette shares stories from her own journey in prayer. Written in her warm and casual style, these
candid glimpses into Jeanette's tests and trials will help you believe the Lord's willingness to be involved in every area of
your life. Section II consists of Jeanette's bold, often poetic prayers for friends in crisis. You need answers, and the
Scripturally-based prayers will help you approach God's throne to find them. Touchable God gives caring friends, family
members, and ministry leaders specific prayers for others' needs and guides you in praying for yourself during crises.”

When You Are Worried by Jeanette Levellie
From her book, Touchable God.

Blessed Improvements
The childrens' choir is meeting on Sunday Nights
at 5 p.m. Nancy Harper is inviting all children to 

come.  Please make sure your child is fever free and
has no signs of illness  

we must continue to be safe during this virus



This was my favorite takeaway from Pastor Troy’s sermon on
 Sunday August 11, 2019  .“𝗪𝐨𝐫𝐬𝐡𝐢𝐩 𝐜𝐚𝐧𝐧𝐨𝐭 𝐛𝐞 𝐜𝐨𝐧𝐭𝐢𝐧𝐠𝐞𝐧𝐭 𝐨𝐧 𝐜𝐢𝐫𝐜𝐮𝐦𝐬𝐭𝐚𝐧𝐜𝐞𝐬”
It is easy to love someone who loves us and shows love and kindness
 towards us. You do not have to be a Christian to do that. But as Christians,
we are told to love our enemies.𝘓𝘶𝘬𝘦 𝟼:𝟸𝟽-𝟹𝟸 “𝘉𝘶𝘵 𝘐 𝘴𝘢𝘺 𝘵𝘰 𝘺𝘰𝘶 𝘸𝘩𝘰 𝘢𝘳𝘦 
𝘭𝘪𝘴𝘵𝘦𝘯𝘪𝘯𝘨, 𝘭𝘰𝘷𝘦 𝘺𝘰𝘶𝘳 𝘦𝘯𝘦𝘮𝘪𝘦𝘴. 𝘋𝘰 𝘨𝘰𝘰𝘥 𝘵𝘰 𝘵𝘩𝘰𝘴𝘦 𝘸𝘩𝘰 𝘩𝘢𝘵𝘦 𝘺𝘰𝘶, 𝘣𝘭𝘦𝘴𝘴 𝘵𝘩𝘰𝘴𝘦
 𝘸𝘩𝘰 𝘤𝘶𝘳𝘴𝘦 𝘺𝘰𝘶, 𝘱𝘳𝘢𝘺 𝘧𝘰𝘳 𝘵𝘩𝘰𝘴𝘦 𝘸𝘩𝘰 𝘢𝘳𝘦 𝘤𝘳𝘶𝘦𝘭 𝘵𝘰 𝘺𝘰𝘶. 𝘐𝘧 𝘢𝘯𝘺𝘰𝘯𝘦 𝘴𝘭𝘢𝘱𝘴 𝘺𝘰𝘶 
𝘰𝘯 𝘰𝘯𝘦 𝘤𝘩𝘦𝘦𝘬, 𝘰𝘧𝘧𝘦𝘳 𝘩𝘪𝘮 𝘵𝘩𝘦 𝘰𝘵𝘩𝘦𝘳 𝘤𝘩𝘦𝘦𝘬, 𝘵𝘰𝘰. 𝘐𝘧 𝘴𝘰𝘮𝘦𝘰𝘯𝘦 𝘵𝘢𝘬𝘦𝘴 𝘺𝘰𝘶𝘳 𝘤𝘰𝘢𝘵,
 𝘥𝘰 𝘯𝘰𝘵 𝘴𝘵𝘰𝘱 𝘩𝘪𝘮 𝘧𝘳𝘰𝘮 𝘵𝘢𝘬𝘪𝘯𝘨 𝘺𝘰𝘶𝘳 𝘴𝘩𝘪𝘳𝘵. 𝘎𝘪𝘷𝘦 𝘵𝘰 𝘦𝘷𝘦𝘳𝘺𝘰𝘯𝘦 𝘸𝘩𝘰 𝘢𝘴𝘬𝘴 𝘺𝘰𝘶, 
𝘢𝘯𝘥 𝘸𝘩𝘦𝘯 𝘴𝘰𝘮𝘦𝘰𝘯𝘦 𝘵𝘢𝘬𝘦𝘴 𝘴𝘰𝘮𝘦𝘵𝘩𝘪𝘯𝘨 𝘵𝘩𝘢𝘵 𝘪𝘴 𝘺𝘰𝘶𝘳𝘴, 𝘥𝘰𝘯’𝘵 𝘢𝘴𝘬 𝘧𝘰𝘳 𝘪𝘵 𝘣𝘢𝘤𝘬. 
𝘋𝘰 𝘵𝘰 𝘰𝘵𝘩𝘦𝘳𝘴 𝘸𝘩𝘢𝘵 𝘺𝘰𝘶 𝘸𝘰𝘶𝘭𝘥 𝘸𝘢𝘯𝘵 𝘵𝘩𝘦𝘮 𝘵𝘰 𝘥𝘰 𝘵𝘰 𝘺𝘰𝘶 . 𝘐𝘧 𝘺𝘰𝘶 𝘭𝘰𝘷𝘦 𝘰𝘯𝘭𝘺 𝘵𝘩𝘦
 𝘱𝘦𝘰𝘱𝘭𝘦 𝘸𝘩𝘰 𝘭𝘰𝘷𝘦 𝘺𝘰𝘶, 𝘸𝘩𝘢𝘵 𝘱𝘳𝘢𝘪𝘴𝘦 𝘴𝘩𝘰𝘶𝘭𝘥 𝘺𝘰𝘶 𝘨𝘦𝘵? 𝘌𝘷𝘦𝘯 𝘴𝘪𝘯𝘯𝘦𝘳𝘴 𝘭𝘰𝘷𝘦 𝘵𝘩𝘦 𝘱𝘦𝘰𝘱𝘭𝘦
 𝘸𝘩𝘰 𝘭𝘰𝘷𝘦 𝘵𝘩𝘦𝘮.”It is also easy to Worship God when things are going GREAT in
 our lives. The true test of our faith is how we respond during the times of pain, 
conflict and struggle. Do we still worship then? Does God really expect us to 
Worship him when we are in the midst of the deepest pain and sadness? When 
we cannot even find the words to pray let alone worship? When the tears are streaming down our face and
we are begging him to help? The answer is Yes. Yes, we are still to praise him even in the storms of this
life.Our Pastor often points us out in Worship because of our Miracle Boy Cross. We are witness to the
amazing things God can do when his people truly believe in his power and petition him for healing. He CAN
heal any of us at anytime. Of course we are very aware that God doesn’t always answer prayers for healing in
the way that we want.We know he CAN. We know he is ABLE. But EVEN IF he doesn’t or won’t heal our loved
ones, our hope is still in him alone. He is always the HOPE. We praise and worship him for all that he has
already done for us. Not for what he can or will do for us moving forward.Pastor also shared one of my
favorite songs with the Congregation at the end of his message. If you are struggling with something, I hope
you will listen to Even If by Mercy Me. I am always happy to pray with or for you, but God is your HOPE. He is
the one who can heal your heart and your life. Even if he doesn’t give you the answers you want, he is still
good and he is waiting for you.

A post by our friend Avoree Gore

October got its name from the Latin “octo”, meaning “eight”.  This might seem odd to you,
considering it’s the tenth month in the modern day calendar (Gregorian).  That actually
wasn't always the case.  It was once the eighth month (in the Roman Calendar) and the

name simply carried over.

How October received its name



We are still newbies to the church not celebrating being members a year till December / January so I doubt
many people know that October is a important month to my wife and I because it’s the month we started

talking to each other on that new thing back in 1998 called the world wide web. It’s the month we met for the
first time face to face in 1999,  and it’s the month that even though we had eloped in June that we gathered in

front of all our family and friends at the First United Methodist Church and remarried each other at a big
family wedding    Yes you heard it right Carol and I got married twice in the same year.    I often tell everyone

that I loved her so much I had to marry her twice to make sure she was mine, and on the up side if I forget the
first anniversary date in June that I always can redeem myself by doing something special for the 2nd one in
October.   Most people back in the day couldn’t believe the way we met because it was basically unheard of
because the internet was so new.   Both Carol and I were coming out of bad break ups.  Myself having dated

the person for 3 years decided to end a bad relationship because of trust issues and my wife Carol getting out
of a bad abusive marriage.  Neither one of us were looking for anything and had sworn off relationships for

life but had a mutual friend that knew what we were going through and introduced us online.    For some
reason from typing the very first words it seemed we both understood each other and what we were going
through.   We talked for hours every night after I got off work at the bank on the good old web that plugged

into your phone.   It was like the movie back in the day called “You’ve Got Mail” with Tom Hanks and Meg Ryan
except this wasn’t starring any movie star it was Just me and Carol.  We talked like that for almost a year

before we even gave each other our phone numbers to talk on the phone.   Then this guy here decided I have
to meet this girl even though she lived 14 hours north.  I remember calling her and saying “Hey this might

sound out of line but I really want to meet you in person. Can I drive up and just spend some time getting to
know you in person?"   So, on October 6 the very day we started talking a year earlier I made the long drive to
the Upper Península of Michigan.   I remember down here in Illinois it was still in the 70’s so I didn’t even think
of what the weather would be up there so I got in my little black sports car and made the drive.   I pulled in her
parents drive and her step dad came out looked at my car and said and I quote “Son that’s a mighty fancy car,

but you're not going anywhere in that tomorrow” ...    Me thinking ok he is protecting his daughter and I am
the enemy he just is trying to scare me off.    However, the next morning the snow flurries that were flying

around the air when I arrived overnight had turned into a blizzard that literally buried my car past the rear-
view mirrors.  He was right.  I was stuck there for a week until my sports car could get out.   But it didn’t

matter because that week Carol and I got to talk and get to know each other even more and we knew that we
were just meant to be.  In fact, a couple weeks later Carol came to Illinois to visit me . She never went back but

stayed here with me until we were married the following year in 2001.   June of 2001 my family decided to go
on a vacation to Pigeon Forge and everyone joked hey they had a lot of marriage chapels down there and all
thought we would elope.  We laughed them off and said no we have everything planned for October but once
we got down there, we saw how beautiful everything was and knew we wanted to be together forever.  So, at
a little log cabin church in front of a southern Baptist minister who had such a southern drawl that we barely
could understand him we said our I do’s.    I finally knew that she was in my life forever.    Then we looked at
each other and started thinking what to do since we had everything booked for the big wedding in October,
the wedding dress was bought, the cake ordered, and the church and reception reserved. What are we going

to do since we eloped.   When we got home, we had a meeting with the minister of the church and after telling
him what we did he smiled and said Just get married again and let your family and friends enjoy the love you

already know you share.   And that’s exactly what we did!   This October 6th we will celebrate 19 years of
marriage and 21 years of being in each other's lives.    I can tell you the 21 years has been a roller coaster ride

and definitely has not been easy but there is definitely no other person I would rather have in my life than my
wife Carol.    I am so glad she is my wife . I amso glad I married her twice and I would remarry her everyday if I

could.     God sure knew what he was doing when he put us together !  Happy Anniversary Carol !!  

I Loved Her So Much I Married Her Twice



Instructions

Preheat oven to 350F.

In a medium sauce pan over medium heat, add all of the ingredients for the sauce.

Cook until thick and bubbly; stirring occasionally. ~10 minutes.

To make the meatballs, mix all the ingredients together in a large bowl.

Then when it is all uniformly mixed, form into meatballs about the size of large golf balls or a bit larger.

Place a large skillet over medium heat. You can add a Tbl of olive oil if you want.

Put the meatballs in the pan (don’t overcrowd).

Brown on all sides (about 2-3 minutes per side).

Remove from the pan and place in a casserole pan. The meatballs may touch, but don’t crowd them together.

Pour the sauce over the pan seared meatballs.

Bake uncovered for 45 minutes hour (depending on the size of the meatballs). You can cover for the first 20 minutes but then

uncover the last 20-25 minutes to allow the sauce to get dark and super thick. 

The meatballs should be 165F with a meat thermometer when done

Ingredients

Cowboy Meatballs

3 lbs ground beef (85/15 or 80/20)

2 eggs

2 tsp garlic powder

2 tsp pepper

1 cup minced onion

2 cups old fashioned oatmeal, not instant or quick cooking

2 tsp salt

12 ounces evaporated milk

1 1/2 tsp chili powder

Cowboy BBQ Sauce:

2 cups ketchup

2 Tbl liquid smoke

1 1/4 cup brown sugar

1/2 cup minced onion

1 tsp garlic powder

CCC COOKING CORNER
Cowboy BBQ Meatballs

PRAY
B E F O R E  Y O U  O V E R  T H I N K



October 2020                                                      1            2            3

4          5             6             7          8           9           10

11         12         13         14         15         16        17 
18          19       20          21         22          23       24 

25         26         27       28          29        30          31 

Birthdays 
October 2    DJ Graves   -  Zachary Garver
October 14 Kim Crispin - Ronda Hess
October 19 Thad Crispin - Brayden Garver, Pastor Troy
October 22 Ruby Kindred
October 28 Joe David
October 30 Trisha Brinkley
October 31 Brenda Porter

Anniversaries
October 6 - Brady and Carol Garver
October 9 - Dick and Lydia Fonner

October 12-  Randy and Connie Porter 
October 14- Joe and Kelly David

Chuck and Ruby Kindred
October 25- Dick and Bonnie Long

Military

Phillip Booth

Kevin Beaulier

Jim Pigg

Daniel Arnett

Ben Wright

Brandon Rogers

Sam Stover

Brayden Hollingsworth

Missions
Chrisman Christian Church Food Pantry
Hanging Rock Christian Assembly
Northwest Haiti Christian Mission
Pinehaven Christian Children's Ranch
BUM- Beyond Us Ministries

Those lost without Christ, Our Community, Our Schools
Those fighting Covid-19, President Trump, VP Pence, Governor Pritzker, our local
county and state leaders, Our local businesses, Sharon Andrews, Kenney Bass,
Bob Bennett, Gerry Collett, Pauline Craig, Brady Garver, Donna Garwood, D.j.
Graves, Sherry Goodwin, Todd Harper, Bobbie Haton, Brodie Haton, John
Henson, Norma Henson, Larry Henson, Ronda Hess, Vickie Hollingsworth, Holly
Horned, Dick Long, Deanna Mason, Bob Miller, Bob Norman, Rita Pruiett, Corey
Ray, CIera Robinson, Crystal Stark, MC Sweet, Taylor Warner, John and Lulabelle
Wright,  Those Battling addiction seeking deliverance and healing 
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Lyrics:
I don't wanna hear anymore, teach me to listen -I don't wanna see anymore, give me a vision

That you could move this heart, to be set apart-I don't need to recognize, the man in the mirror
And I don't wanna trade Your plan, for something familiar-I can't waste a day, I can't stay the same

I wanna be different- I wanna be changed -'Til all of me is gone-And all that remains -Is a fire so bright
The whole world can see - That there's something different - So come and be different In me!

And I don't wanna spend my life, stuck in a pattern -And I don't wanna gain this world but lose what matters
And so I'm giving up, everything because ... I wanna be different -I wanna be changed
'Til all of me is gone -And all that remains- Is a fire so bright -The whole world can see

That there's something different -So come and be different; oh-ohhh -I know, that I am far, from perfect
But through You, the cross still says, I'm worth it- So Jesus beating in my heart and- Come and finish what You started

When they see me, let them see You- 'Cause I just wanna be different! ye-ey- I wanna be different
I wanna be changed -'Til all of me is gone- And all that remains- Ohh is a fire so bright -The whole world can see

That there's something different- So come and be different -I just wanna be different -So could You be differentIn me! 

The song Different by MIcah Tyler


