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PASTOR

 TROY WARNER

Dear Church Family & Friends of the Christians in Chrisman!
Greetings, and wishes for healthier and healing times ahead. As we enter December and I begin my series for

December, I hope that we can all Re-Discover Christmas and remember the Good news in these troubling times.
Who is this Christ of Christmas?If we really understood what happened the night Jesus was born, there is no way

we would be anything less than what He has called us to be. This world is not our home, we are just passing
through. We need to Rediscover the Hope in these days. We need to Rediscover the Peace for our Struggles, The

Joy in our discouragement and the love in our differences.Our world is so hateful and divided. People push to
achieve much more than what God intended and wonder why our lives seem so out of control. What have we

really learned in 2020? Watching the evening news, we can easily understand why our world is out of control. It
wasn’t “just another baby” born that night in Bethlehem. It indeed was the Son of God, Emanuel God with us. We

have lost sight of the manger.It all began in a rough hand-made feeding trough. There was no room in the inn
and today, there seems to be little to no room for Jesus either. The Apostle Paul wrote in Galatians 4:4-7 The

Passion Translation4 But when that era came to an end and the time of fulfillment had come, God sent his Son,
born of a woman, born under the written law. 5 Yet all of this was so that he would redeem and set free all those
held hostage to the written law so that we would receive our freedom and a full legal adoption as his children. 6

And so that we would know for sure that we are his true children, God released the Spirit of Sonship into our
hearts—moving us to cry out intimately, “My Father! You’re our true Father!” 7 Now we’re no longer living like
slaves under the law, but we enjoy being God’s very own sons and daughters! And because we’re his, we can

access everything our Father has—for we are heirs of God through Jesus, the Messiah!The moment you discover
this Christ of Christmas something happens. His presence is made known and instead of feeling anxious and

threatened, you begin to relax. This Christmas season is unlike any before. Open the eyes of your heart to
experience the birth of the baby that changed the world for all time. God holds everyone of us in His right hand.
Read Psalm 121 and you will discover that Jesus not just a babe born in Bethlehem, not just the subject of our
songs and Christmas Worship, The Son of God is the gift of eternal life and someone worthy of all our Worship
and Praise this month and always. It has been a great first year of ministry here in Chrisman with you. It hasn’t
been easy but God has taken care of us and he will continue to do so.  On behalf of Jennifer and our family. 

Merry Christmas and Prayers for a Happy, Healthy and better 2021. 
Love, 

Pastor Troy Warner



Getting to Know Your Fellow Church
members

MEET THE BRINKLEYS

Shannon and Trisha Brinkley both grew up in Chrisman and are high school sweethearts.  Other than
going away to college, they have always lived in Chrisman. In January, they will be married 27 years.

Shannon is a member of the Local 157 Plumbers and Steamfitters and works at Big Inch Fabricators in
Montezuma.  Trisha is the school nurse for the Chrisman school district and also coordinates the

Chrisman Foodbank. Shannon grew up in the Chrisman Methodist Church and Trisha grew up in the
Chrisman Christian Church. They have been blessed with 3 sons. Their oldest son Byron and his wife

Jenni live in Chrisman with Jaxon who is 13 months old. They are expecting their second son in
January.  Byron and Jenni both work as managers of Ruler Foods. Brandon and his wife Mallory

currently live in Sullivan, Il, but are planning to move back to Chrisman this summer. Brandon owns a
landscaping business Outdoor Brothers and Mallory teaches 5th grade in her hometown of

Shelbyville.  They are expecting their first child, a boy, in March.  Shannon and Trisha's youngest son
Benjamon is a senior at Indiana State University (Shannon and Trisha's Alma mater). He will graduate

in May with a Bachelor's degree in Criminology/Criminal Justice and a Bachelor's degree in Intelligence
Analysis.Once their children were out of the house, Shannon and Trisha didn't want to be empty

nesters so they started raising chickens. What started out as a hobby of 2 chickens has turned into a
flock of 38 hens! In their free time, Shannon enjoys woodworking and Trisha enjoys baking with all the
eggs she gets from the Cherry Point Chicks. However, their favorite pastime is babysitting Jaxon.  They
are looking forward to their family getting bigger this winter and having 3 grandsons, Jaxon, Justin and

Henry.

Offering our deepest
sympathies

May the light of the Christ Child
Touch your heart to support and
comfort you now and in the days

to come.
Offering our deepest sympathies

to Gene, Rose, Sydney , Austin and
little Corrina on the passing of

their Daughter , Mother, Grandma 
Deanna Rigdon Mason 

She will be greatly missed by all
that knew her 



Recognizing Jesus
One of my favorite Christmas stories is about the old shoe cobbler who dreamed one
Christmas Eve that Jesus would come to visit him the next day. The dream was so real

that he was convinced it would come true.So the next morning he got up and went out
and cut green boughs and decorated his little cobbler shop and got all ready for Jesus to
come and visit. He was so sure that Jesus was going to come that he just sat down and

waited for Him.The hours passed and Jesus didn’t come. But an old man came. He came
inside for a moment to get warm out of the winter cold. As the cobbler talked with him he

noticed the holes in the old man’s shoes, so he reached up on the shelf and got him a
new pair of shoes. He made sure they fit and that his socks were dry and sent him on his
way.Still he waited. But Jesus didn’t come. An old woman came. A woman who hadn’t had
a decent meal in two days. They sat and visited for a while, and then he prepared some
food for her to eat. He gave her a nourishing meal and sent her on her way.Then he sat
down again to wait for Jesus. But Jesus still didn’t come.Then he heard a little boy crying

out in front of his shop. He went out and talked with the boy, and discovered that the boy
had been separated from his parents and didn’t know how to get home. So he put on his

coat, took the boy by the hand and led him home.When he came back to his little shoe
shop it was almost dark and the streets were emptied of people. And then in a moment

of despair he lifted his voice to heaven and said, “Oh Lord Jesus, why didn’t you
come?”And then in a moment of silence he seemed to hear a voice saying, “Oh shoe

cobbler, lift up your heart. I kept my word. Three times I knocked at your friendly door.
Three times my shadow fell across your floor. I was the man with the bruised feet. I was
the woman you gave to eat. I was the boy on the homeless street.”Jesus had come. The

cobbler just didn’t realize it.– by Melvin Newlandt

December has marked the end of the year and the coming of winter since the ancient Romans established their first calendar. As its etymology indicates,
December is formed from the Latin root decem- which means “ten” … but December is our twelfth month. The strange numbering discrepancy is also

present for the months of September, October, and November, which mean “seven,” “eight,” and “nine,” even though they’re our ninth, tenth, and eleventh
months. Our brain hurts.

Why? Well, the ancient Roman calendar only had ten months in the year, beginning with the month of March. January and February were eventually added
after December to the end of the year. But, by the time the Julian calendar was established in 45 B.C., January and February appeared at the beginning of the

year, which bumped all of the original months (and their originally assigned names) back by two.

December and Its Name 



If I Could Only Become a Bird
Paul Harvey tells the story about a family on Christmas Eve. This

family had a tradition where the Mother and children would go to the
Christmas Eve service, and the Father would stay home and read the

paper. When the family returns home from church, they would all
gather to open up their presents.The Father was not an evil man, but

he just couldn’t believe in the childhood stories anymore of God
coming as a baby in a manger. As the family left for church, he

opened up the evening paper and began to read by the
fireplace.Suddenly, he heard tapping on the window. It was a bird
flying against the glass of his window trying to get out of the snow

into the warmth of his home. The man had compassion on the bird,
and he went outside, hoping to bring it in.As he approached the bird,

the bird just flew against the window even harder. Pretty soon, the
bird flew into the bushes below the window, half frozen, yet too afraid
to be caught by this huge man. The more the man tried to reach for
the bird, the more the bird flew frantically into the snow and thorns

of the bushes.After a few minutes in the cold and seeing the bird
continue to injure itself, the man yelled out in frustration, “Stupid bird,

can’t you understand that I’m trying to help?” The man paused and
thought, “If only you understood you wouldn’t fly away … if only … if

only I could become a bird, and get you to understand.”Just then, the
church bells rang, as they always have on the hour. But when the

man heard the bells this time, he fell to his knees and began to cry,
saying, “Oh, God, I didn’t understand. Oh, God, I didn’t

understand.”God’s Son came in human form that we might
understand from where we have come, for what reason we were

separated and how we could be restored to God.

The Ten Commandments for Christmas
The following item appeared in a church newsletter and contains some good advice that will help us keep selfishness in check this Christmas:
I. Thou shalt not leave “Christ” out of Christmas, making it “Xmas.” To some, “X” is unknown.
II. Thou shalt prepare thy soul for Christmas. Spend not so much on gifts that thy soul is forgotten
.III. Thou shalt not let Santa Claus replace Christ, thus robbing the day of its spiritual reality
.IV. Thou shalt not burden the shop girl, the mailman, and the merchant with complaints and demands
.V. Thou shalt give thyself with thy gift. This will increase its value a hundred fold, and he who receiveth it shall treasure it forever.
VI. Thou shalt not value gifts received by their cost. Even the least expensive may signify love, and that is more priceless than silver and gold.
VII. Thou shalt not neglect the needy. Share thy blessings with many who will go hungry and cold unless thou are generous.
VIII. Thou shalt not neglect thy church. Its services highlight the true meaning of the season.
IX. Thou shalt be as a little child. Not until thou has become in spirit as a little one art thou ready to enter into the kingdom of Heaven
.X. Thou shalt give thy heart to Christ. Let Him be at the top of thy Christmas list.



DIRECTIONS
Preheat oven to 350°. 

Halve biscuits and flatten each one out,
 then roll into a ball and place in an oven-proof skillet seam side down.

 Arrange in a ring around the skillet. 
Brush biscuits with olive oil and sprinkle with 1 tablespoon Parmesan

.In a large bowl, combine mozzarella, ricotta, spinach, Parmesan, mayonnaise, garlic powder
, and salt and mix until combined.

Spoon dip into center of skillet and sprinkle with red pepper flakes.
Bake until warmed through, bubbly, and golden, 25 to 30 minutes. Serve hot.

CCC
R E C I P E  C O R N E R

INGREDIENTS
1 can refrigerated biscuits (such as Pillsbury)

extra-virgin olive oil, for brushing biscuits1/2 c.
 plus1 tbsp. grated Parmesan

2 c. shredded mozzarella
1 c. ricotta3/4 c. frozen spinach, defrosted and chopped

1/4 c. mayonnaise
2 tsp. garlic powder

1 tsp. kosher salt
Crushed red pepper flakes, for garnish

Baked Biscuit Dip Wreath





                     1       2       3       4       5
   6        7      8       9      10     11    12

    13    14     15     16    17      18    19
    20     21   22     23    24      25   26 
    27     28    29    30     31 

Those lost without Christ, Our Community, Our Schools
Those fighting Covid-19, President Trump, VP Pence, Governor Pritzker, our local
county and state leaders, Our local businesses, Sharon Andrews, Kenney Bass,
Bob Bennett, Gerry Collett, Pauline Craig, Brady Garver, Donna Garwood, D.j.
Graves, Sherry Goodwin, Todd Harper, Bobbie Haton, Brodie Haton, John
Henson, Norma Henson, Larry Henson, Ronda Hess, Vickie Hollingsworth, Holly
Horned, Dick Long, Familiy of Deanna Mason, Bob Miller, Bob Norman, Rita
Pruiett, Corey Ray, CIera Robinson, Crystal Stark, MC Sweet, Taylor Warner, John
and Lulabelle Wright,  Those Battling addiction seeking deliverance and healing 

Military

Phillip Booth

Kevin Beaulier

Jim Pigg

Daniel Arnett

Ben Wright

Brandon Rogers

Sam Stover

Brayden Hollingsworth

Missions
Chrisman Christian Church Food Pantry
Hanging Rock Christian Assembly
Northwest Haiti Christian Mission
Pinehaven Christian Children's Ranch
BUM- Beyond Us Ministries

Anniversaries
30th Nancy and Allen Sayre

Birthdays
2nd- Reece Burmood
4th- Harriet Graves
9th- Trevor Burmood
10th- Christian Garver
12th- Pat Hollingsworth
18th-Kristina  Koziatek
21st-Dick Fonner

22nd - Lori Prouse
25th-  Jesus
           Bonnie Long
26th- Devian Clouse
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We are now asking everyone to wear a mask to church unless you were medically told not to for your health reasons.  Our
praise team will be cut down to 2 people besides Pastor Troy thus allowing a 6- foot distance and the choir will begin

practicing with the minimum of 6 foot distance.  We will go back to dismissing the rows after church so that everyone is not
in the aisle at the same time.  We will continue to monitor our own situation here and take the necessary steps to keep our

families safe .

Attention
for the 

SAFETY of EVERYONE


